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A HARBOR OF DECEIT 

A Gilded Age Tale of Money, Murder, and Madness

Two gunshots. A hasty suicide verdict. And a city 
determined to bury the truth alongside the body.

In the glitter of Gilded Age Newport, the home of a 
wealthy Black entrepreneur became a crime scene 
that polarized the nation.
When a veteran medical examiner refuses to look 
past a “hasty” suicide theory, young attorney P.J. 
Galvin must take on the city’s entrenched 
establishment to prove otherwise.
The narrative is a meticulous reconstruction, walking 
readers through the visceral forensics of a midnight 
autopsy and the mounting legal tension as reported to 
a captivated public in 1885.

Research: Tethered to the factual timeline of 1880s 
Newport, this novel utilizes extensive research into 
archival newspaper accounts, probate records, court 
documents, prison records, and reference books 
to bring the social tensions, early forensics, and the 
“Black Elite” society of Rhode Island to life with 
historical accuracy.
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WHOLESALE Available through Ingram at a stan-
dard 55% discount (Returnable).

A Historical Fiction Novel 
by Kay Adams and Nancy Markey

“Kay Adams and Nancy Markey combine 
meticulous historical research with masterful 
and intimate storytelling. The result is a 
dynamic page-turner that transports readers 
to the splendor of Gilded Age Newport while 
spotlighting a forgotten case that demands 
attention.”
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